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Registered Charity
No. 267016

Rowhill

A.G.M.
The postponed AGM of 9 April 2020 will now
be a Virtual Meeting held on

Thursday
8 October 2020
7.30 pm
Via ‘ZOOM’
(A Computer and Internet access is required)
Meeting access details will be sent out nearer the time. Please
contact to us if you require them.
Any member without Internet access and having a question or
comment for discussion, please call us or
send it to the Field Centre beforehand.
This is your opportunity to hear what the Committee and Volunteers have
been doing during the past year and also for you to bring up any suggestions
about how the Reserve and Society is being managed.

Please contact the Secretary on 07729 666118
or email: rowhillnaturereserve@gmail.com
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The Wood-Elves have been working hard
building a Bin Store
Please address all correspondence to:
The Secretary,
Rowhill Nature Reserve Society,
The Field Centre, Cranmore Lane,
Aldershot, Hants. GU11 3BD
Tel: 07729 666118
or
rowhillnaturereserve@gmail.com
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A.G.M.
The A.G.M. postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic will be held on Thursday,
8 Oct. ‘20 as a Virtual Meeting via ‘Zoom,’ so a computer and Internet access is
required.
We had intended to hold this AGM in the Field Centre observing Social Distancing but
with the Government recently banning gathering of more than 6 persons, this is now
not possible.
‘Zoom’ meeting access details will be sent out to members closer to the date. Please
contact us if you would like these, this will also give us an idea of the number of people
interested in taking part. If you can’t make the ‘Zoom’ meeting or you don’t have a
computer and Internet access, you can ask a question or make a comment beforehand
by calling the Secretary on 07729 666118, dropping a message into the Field Centre
or via our email address: rowhillnaturereserve@gmail.com.
The committees’ AGM reports had been sent to all our email members (along with
the Proposed Management Plan 2020-2030, on 30 April ‘20. But they will be resent
along with the ‘Zoom’ meeting access details. So please have a read through them
before the meeting. Aside from the usual AGM business, we will be asking for
1 co-opted member to join the committee as a trustee.

URGENT AND IMPORTANT

Please be advised that for various reasons, 5 of the
committee will be resigning as of next year and will need
replacing if the Society is to continue. The committee
should have 7 members with 5 needed for a quorum.
With the impending resignations, the anticipated
committee will be only 3 strong. The Society needs your
help now more than ever before.
The posts which will be vacant are: Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Reserve Manager,
Treasurer, Membership Secretary and Newsletter Editor. Brief job descriptions are
available if you may be interested in any of these posts.
Also, for the Field Centre to reopen every Sunday afternoon, we will need volunteers
to man it, at least 2 for each session. We have had indications so far that we may
only be able to cover about 2 weeks per month.
Ray Rasmussen

Chairman’s Report
The new website:
www.rowhillnaturereserve.org
Has everybody looked at the new website? Please log on and take a look. Any proofing
issues, please let us know. Also, we are looking for further content for the website,
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so please let us know if you have any suggestions, articles or photos. Please send to
Alan Hilliar at: alanhilliar1@gmail.com.

Shadow Steering Committee
The inaugural meeting of the Shadow Steering Committee was held recently. It is
termed a shadow committee because any decision making must be endorsed by
Rushmoor Borough Council (RBC) and until that takes place the committee makes
recommendations only.
The committee was made up of representatives of the Rowhill Nature Reserve Society
(RNRS), RBC and Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust (H&IoWWT).
The shadow committee discussed the proposed Management Plan. The Plan is very
detailed and thought out and represents a lot of work by all involved. The committee
wants to hold an open day to present the Management Plan and the new proposals,
however with the current pandemic, there is no immediate date set for this. RBC as
owners of the site will be carrying out a consultation process.
James Byrne

Conservation Report
The Conservation Volunteers were able to meet for their first Sunday task on 21 June
since the March lockdown began. Our Reserve Manager, Christian Goacher,
individually invited the Volunteers, to control the numbers attending the session. To
comply with the guidelines at the time, we were divided into three teams of up to six
people. It was a positive start in that we had a new Volunteer, Paul, who helped one
of the two teams removing Variegated Yellow Archangel in locations near Luke Road
and Parkland Grove. It was an unexpected boost to have the help of Steve Bailey
(BVCP) digging up this invasive species and kindly taking the plant waste away with
him. The third team were kept busy with resurfacing the muddy path near the Luke
Road coppice cant. It was also an opportunity to test out our excellent new two-way
walkie-talkies.
Even better Volunteer news on our next Sunday task. One adult, Rick and three under
18’s joined us for the first time. The new Conservation Volunteers formed one team
with Christian and I introducing them to a number of tools and techniques that would
help us clear a designated woodworking area opposite to the stag beetle site.
Bramble and holly were removed in order that we have a suitable space for
processing timber for future log sales. A 2nd Team continued with path clearance
and maintenance. The 3rd Team worked on the installation of the wheelie bin store
outside the Field Centre. I hope you’ve managed to see it by now. It really is a lovely
use of Rowhill’s hazel, a sturdy structure that blends in with the environment. Credit
to Oli Mousley, Christian and team for making this happen.
The next July task, unfortunately, didn’t go ahead. Christian was concerned that as
he was away on a first aid course, the Conservation Volunteers wouldn’t have
sufficient compliance for the task. Emma Southon and Phil Brownjohn have also
successfully completed their first aid courses.
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Emma, Oli and
preparation for
items were put
Haye used his
necessary job.

I made use of the time to clean and tidy the Hut and Container in
the arrival of the track barrow and the log shed. All the unwanted
to the side of the Hut causing a temporary eyesore until Roy De La
magic to make it disappear. Many thanks Roy for doing such a

Christian had been doing research into finding an appropriate type of track barrow
for our needs. He presented his findings at the Committee meeting, suggesting one
in particular that fitted the bill.
The purchase was authorised. Shortly afterwards the Committee members received
an email saying the barrow had been sold to someone else. Christian had found a
replacement with less hours on the clock, so it was agreed to go ahead with this
purchase. The barrow has now been delivered.
It’s a compact piece of equipment
that will be so useful, saving us time
and effort on path construction or
maintenance.
Driving the track
barrow is open to all Conservation
Volunteers with a full, clean driving
license providing they satisfy
training requirements.
The
Conservation
Volunteers
remain keen to promote Rowhill as
a working woodland that supports
the local community. To help with
the organisation and storage for
future log sales, James Byrne and
Christian have drawn up plans for a
shed to be located near the
Container. RBC has accepted the
proposal in principle and now require a full planning application which Christian will
submit in due course.
The most noticeable change in the Copse this summer must be the arrival of the new
boardwalk! Hurrah! The old boardwalk was made from 1987 storm-damaged trees.
The planks had become worn and an
uneven trip hazard. It was considered
better to remove it and revert back to a
natural surface while we waited for BVCP
to design and build the new one. Visitors
now no longer have to contend with mud
and risk slipping along the northern route.
Stu Barilli and the Rangers from BVCP did
a great job installing the first section. I
was relieved when I saw the boards for
the first time. Like many, my concern was
about wood being replaced with recycled
plastic.
Appearance, safety, durability
and cost were factors that favoured this
5
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option. Not all of the route has
been laid with the boardwalk.
Scalpings are sufficient in the
dryer areas.
The following weekend Stu
returned to coordinate with our
Conservation
Volunteers
on
finishing the project.
Electric
drills charged and hundreds of
screws at the ready, the work
began.
The Volunteers were
placed into sub-teams and
reminded
of
COVID-19
guidelines.
While one team
drove in posts, another would be
working on cross-bearers and
further along boards were being
laid. Stu was mindful that we all
swapped tasks to get an overall
feel
of
constructing
the
boardwalk.
We really appreciate Stu giving
up his time to guide us on the
project. Now that the boardwalk
is completed, I’ve come to terms
with the fact I would rather have
the plastic re-purposed, to help
the Visitors enjoy the Reserve,
than to have unused waste
plastic creating a refuse problem.
Take a walk in Rowhill this
Autumn and let us know what
you think.
Carol Roberts

Education
Although we have not had school or scout visits, we have observed many families
discovering lovely walks and enjoying what the Reserve has to offer.
One day a child had an amazing science lesson from his mum when he tried to balance
on a makeshift see-saw. Another day I saw a family on a bug hunt with magnifiers.
Still another family had purchased litter pickers and went on a litter hunt to teach
their children how to care for our environment.
Jackie De La Haye
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Fundraising
Macmillan Coffee Morning
Sadly we are not able to hold the joint Macmillan Coffee Morning we have been holding
the last couple of years.

Yard Sale
However, to try and raise some much-needed funds we held a few yard sales. These
were both on a Sunday from 10 am - 4 pm. We had one yard sale on the 30th of
August and one on the 6th of September.
Our first venture was blessed with reasonable weather! Whilst we spent quite a long
time planning for social distancing and making preparations for hand cleaning etc.
It was well worthwhile as people did feel safe and cared for on the day.
We placed the table with treasures outside under the back patio and if folks wanted
to come in they could enter via a back door. However, if they wished to avoid coming
indoors, they could go round the building. I might hasten to add that the lure of
homemade cakes encouraged people to come in and also look at the jigsaws and
books.
Members who attended were very generous and for that, we thank them sincerely.
It was so lovely to meet members after what feels like such a long time. Those of
you who know Roy and me, know we can both chatter non-stop SO Sundays were
great fun for us. Thank you to Viv Owen and Barbara Hardiman for helping in the
kitchen.
We hope to continue with these yard sales on the first Sunday of the month,
Government pandemic restrictions permitting. Towards Christmas, there will be more
of an emphasis on handcrafted gifts. So please come along and support your society.
You never know ~ you may well pick up a bargain.
Because Roy does a lot of fundraising for a charity called Nowzad and he had provided
all the pre-loved items, we split the proceeds between Nowzad and Rowhill. However,
anything purchased from our ‘Shop’, Rowhill kept the proceeds. We raised £413 over
the two weekends and just under £100 in our ‘Shop’! Thank you to our members
who came and supported us. As we had the event over six hours, people came in a
trickle, so were socially distanced. Thank you again.
Jackie and Roy De La Haye

Mondays
Weekly, even during lockdown, I went up to the Field Centre and ran the water as a
Legionella safety measure (required by RBC). It was also an opportunity to do some
cleaning! One Monday recently, Debbie Brown and I came up to work on the outside
of the building removing cobwebs to find a thin layer of mud that had covered the
back patio! We had had a sudden shower and dirt and dust had been swept down
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from the hill onto the patio. We are in attendance 10 am till noon nearly every
Monday, so do pop in and say hello if you are in the Reserve!
Jackie De La Haye

Comments from people using Rowhill Copse
Rowhill has given us so much pleasure particularly in these past few months, that we
felt we would like to make a small contribution. Thank you to all your Volunteers.
Kind Regards, The Freestone Family

I enclose my membership form and cheque, and also a cheque in appreciation for all
the work that the volunteers have been doing in the Copse. During lock-down, it has
been a real life-saver for many local people, myself included. It has been wonderful
to see it during the spring awakening, and I know many others have felt so too.
With best wishes, Pam Taylor
Hello people at Rowhill,
This evening I went to your website (which looks great, by the way!) because I wanted
to make a donation. These last few months my partner and I have walked around the
Reserve almost every day and thoroughly enjoyed it, so I thought it was time to
contribute something. (A donation was received by Bank Transfer.)
Best regards, Marlies

I visited your delightful Reserve yesterday. I am not particularly local, but would like
to give a one-off donation. (A donation was received by Bank Transfer.)
Best regards, Mary Simmonds

Membership
We have had 16 new members join us since the start of the pandemic. Many of these
joining because of the membership forms placed around the Reserve by Emma
Southon, but like every year, we also have some members not bothering to renew
so numbers haven’t improved drastically.
We still have over 50 members who haven’t as yet renewed their membership for this
year. Reminder membership forms will be sent to them with this newsletter.
Ray Rasmussen
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Geocaching
Hi - I've been doing geocaching with my children over the past weeks and we were
looking to hide one of our own. We noticed that there were no caches hidden in
Rowhill Nature Reserve and wondered if this was a deliberate action, or if no one had
asked before? Regards, James Hill
Hi, James, thanks for your email.
Geocaching has been asked about in the past, we have had a similar request earlier
this year which we agreed to with a few considerations.
We had been notified that a cache has been placed in the Reserve by this person,
with coordinates and pictures, but as you say, it doesn't appear on the Geocache app.
This is taken from the reply to the person mentioned above.:
As a whole, the RNRS Committee do not object to a cache being set up however we
would request the following:
Please do not place it anywhere further than 2 meters from a path boundary (behind
a tree or wherever is suitable). We try to limit the public straying from the marked
footpaths to protect wildlife and this is already difficult with people creating their own
footpaths. Hence keeping it closer to the path will stop any new paths springing up.
We are informed of the location of any cache(s) and if it is moved/removed. Just so
RNRS can keep an eye on the area.
If the location of the cache, use of the cache or "geocachers" cause a disturbance to
the wildlife, public access or otherwise "peaceful surroundings" of the Reserve then
we would consider its removal. Essentially, provided we don't have hordes of people
running around the site, trampling everywhere and causing a disturbance, it should
be fine. Please note the Reserve is ‘no cycling’.
RNRS aren't responsible for any damage to the "cache" or it's loss.
If the cache becomes affiliated with drug use or any other illegal activity then the
police will be informed and under their direction we will decide how to facilitate it's
removal.
RNRS will not be held responsible for anyone hurt, injured or at a loss whilst
undertaking "geocaching" if their actions took them out of "normal" use of the Reserve
as a Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace. e.g. if they wander off the path and fall
down a hole, that's their own fault!
Ultimately the site is owned and legal obligations are instigated by RBC. I will consult
with our contact at RBC to confirm they are happy with geocaching but presumably
they allow it on their sites already from what I see looking at the Geocache App and
looking at Wellesley Woods.
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Sorry for such a formal response but as custodians of the Reserve it's important for
us to be seen to be keeping the Reserve's interest at the forefront of our priorities!
Any further questions please don't hesitate to ask. If you need help finding a suitable
place, I'm sure we can recommend somewhere.
Regards, RNRS (5 caches have now been placed around the Reserve.)

For Younger Members
No doubt you have all enjoyed the cool walks in Rowhill during
that really hot spell of weather. As you walked around, I hope
you noticed some little fairy doors painted by Ray Rasmussen,
one of our members, who has also been Editor of the
newsletter for quite a while now.
My grandson felt we needed to look
for some more fairy doors so we had
to make four more! If you were really
lucky you should have been able to
find ten in all.
Over time, some of them have be damaged, so we are
removing them.

Someone, unknown to us, has also been making and putting
out beautiful fairy doors for you to see.
Fairies are believed to be Tuatha de Danaan, one of the first
tribes to arrive in Ireland. They were a magical and somewhat
secretive race.
Myths have grown around fairies and traditionally people
would leave gifts and little notes at the base of trees and the
entrance to the Fairy Door. At one time a ‘fairy’ was a woman
with magical powers. Later it also meant elves. They are
generally much bigger than our imagination. Winged fairies
are thought to be a Victorian literary embellishment! Fairies love and care for nature
and trees, so share some of the hopes and aspirations of our Conservation Volunteers!
If you wish to write to a fairy, please post your note through the Field Centre letterbox
and we will endeavour to deliver it to them!
We will also be creating a twig family for you to find around the Field Centre. Please
seek these figures out but leave them in place for others to find.
Finally, it has been great to see so many families using the Reserve and having fun.
I have seen some amazing ‘camps’ built by some of you near Rhododendron Avenue.
Jackie De La Haye
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