Rowhill
Nature Reserve Society

Membership
2020 - 2021

Registered Charity
No. 267016

Being a Society member is important to us
as you will be supporting Rowhill Nature Reserve.
‘Volunteering isn’t necessary,’ but appreciated if you can.
By joining Rowhill Nature Reserve Society, you will be helping safeguard Rowhill Nature Reserve as a
host to a wealth of wildlife, as a local amenity and as a heritage asset.
Membership includes free admittance to most of the Society’s events and a quarterly newsletter.
Membership runs from 1st May to the following 30th April.
Membership types are: Please tick one.
Individual students ………. Children under 18 ………. A Senior Citizen ……….

£ 7

One Adult ………..….

£ 10

Family membership ……..……. Two Senior Citizens ……..…….

£ 14

I / We

wish to

join / renew

membership of: Rowhill Nature Reserve Society.

Names

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Address

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Phone
Email

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….
(Should you wish to receive the newsletter electronically and save us time, paper & postage)

Please indicate all the ways you authorise us to contact you:
By Post ………..…………

By Phone ……..…………..

By email ………..………..

Subscriptions go towards the cost of the newsletters, programmes and talks. Any donation is very
welcome to assist with these and the rest of our expenditures.

I / We can spare some time helping with: Conservation work, Administration,
Field Centre manning, Fund Raising, Educational visits or Anything else:

………………..….…….…….……….…………………………………………………………….
Please fill in and return to the Field Centre including subscription fee of cash, or cheque made
payable to: ‘Rowhill Nature Reserve Society’ addressed to: The Membership Secretary,
Rowhill Nature Reserve Society, The Field Centre, Cranmore Lane, Aldershot, Hants. GU11 3BD
or if you prefer to pay by Bank Transfer it is: NATWEST BANK PLC; Name of Recipient - Rowhill NRS;
Sort code: 60-01-08; Acct No. 50148508; Reference: Your Surname and First Name(s),
then scan in the completed form and email to: rowhillnaturereserve@gmail.com.

Please Sign ………………………………………….. & Date …………………………. for all the above information.
rowhillnaturereserve@gmail.com
www.rowhillnaturereserve.org
Rowhill Nature Reserve Society
Phone: 07729 666118
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See Page 10 - Tree Guide - Oak
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
To be held in the Field Centre unless otherwise stated
Thursday

9th April 2020, Annual General Meeting, 7.30 pm
This is your opportunity to hear what your Committee and
Volunteers have been doing during the past year and also
for you to bring up any suggestions or comments about how the
Reserve and Society is being managed, followed by refreshments.

Saturday

11th April 2020, Easter Egg Hunt, 10.30 am - 12.30 pm
Children’s Activities, Coffee Morning, Cakes. Please book so we can cater.

Saturday

9th May 2020, Plant Sale in conjunction with Rushmoor in Bloom,
10.00 am - 12.30 pm Rushmoor in Bloom joins Rowhill Nature Reserve
Society for the annual Plant Sale. Bring along your surplus plants for
others to buy. The Field Centre will open on Friday the 8th from
2 - 4.30 pm to receive plant donations.

Thursday

14th May 2020, Hart Wildlife Rescue, 7.30 pm
A talk on their work. For more info visit: www.hartwildlife.org.uk/
or call 01420 562335.

Thursday

11th June 2020, Largest and Smallest: Reintroduction of Harvest
Mice and Beavers, 7.30 pm by Peter Cooper, - ‘Words from an aspiring
Conservationist’. https://petecooperwildlife.com/

Sunday

21st June 2020, Family Summer Event, 10 am - 4 pm - activities to
enjoy in the Reserve.

Thursday

9th July 2020, Summer Evening Walk in the Reserve, 7.30 pm
see the work of the Conservation Volunteers and what the Reserve has to
offer.

All our events are usually free to members.
Visitors are always welcome for a suggested donation of £2.
Please see the notice boards, posters at entrances to the Reserve,
our web site or our Facebook page for any additional events
as they are planned, or for changes to the above.
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Wood-elves
The Wood-elves are a monthly meeting of people at Rowhill Nature Reserve Society
Volunteers Hut, that are interested in learning, practising and developing traditional
woodland based crafts. We are currently creating a wheelie bin store from cleft hazel
and sweet chestnut with aims to complete and install this over the next few months.
During the summer months, we will be processing and storing firewood taken from
windfalls and conservation coppicing tasks. We’ll also be running another charcoal
burn with our ring kiln which is a long but exciting day! Come the winter, we will be
re-handling broken tools with wood from the copse.
So if you’re keen to learn some traditional woodland crafts, please do come along.
We meet every second Saturday of the month between 0900-1600 unless stated
otherwise. No booking required just turn up.
Boots are preferable but stout shoes are also acceptable. All training will be given.
We tend to work outside in our woodland if we can unless the weather is particularly
wet so please wrap up suitably.
All products made are either used by us or sold to benefit Rowhill Nature Reserve
Society.
Christian Goacher

Membership
Annual membership to the Society is due on 1 May. A Membership Form is included
with this Newsletter.
Please fill in, detach and return to the Field Centre by hand or post, addressed to:
The Membership Secretary, Rowhill Nature Reserve Society, The Field Centre,
Cranmore Lane, Aldershot, Hants, GU11 3BD
Please tick the appropriate box for membership type and include payment by cheque
or cash.
OR
If you would like to make payment by bank transfer it’s to:
NATWEST BANK PLC:
Name of Recipient - Rowhill NRS; Sort code: 60-01-08;
Acct No. 50148508; Reference: Your Surname and First Name(s),
then scan in the completed membership form and email to:
rowhillnaturereserve@gmail.com.
A receipt will be sent for your records.
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A list of the planned events (so far) is included on the last page of this Newsletter.
Please see the notice boards, posters at entrances to the Reserve, our web site or
our Facebook page for any additional events as they are planned, or for changes to
the above.
Anyone who has provided us with an email address, will also receive monthly
reminders of our events.
Thanks for your support.
Ray Rasmussen

Chairman’s Notes
Rowhill Copse New Management Plan - The current situation
On the 13th February, we were pleased to receive Debbie Salmon, Biodiversity Officer
for Rushmoor, to speak to us. Rushmoor, of course, are the owners of the site.
The talk was on the recent habitat surveys undertaken by Hampshire and Isle of Wight
Wildlife Trust (HIoWWT), and the thinking resulting from those surveys, and how it
is influencing the proposed management plan. The plan is hoped to be in place in
April or soon after.
The plan will form the framework of how Rowhill Copse is to be managed over the
next 5 to 10 years.
The surveys commissioned were summarised as being designed to determine:
a. the health of the natural areas
b. the animals living in the copse
Also, to provide a benchmark for the aims of the plan and for future assessment of
the success of the plan.
As part of the benchmarking process, one
of our members and a Conservation
Volunteer,
Josie
Bunting,
working
alongside HIoWWT and Debbie Salmon,
produced a Baseline Report summarising
the existing records held here at Rowhill.
The surveys and the report mean we are
now as well informed as we can be on the
current situation.

The proposals
A number of proposals of the likely direction of the management plan were highlighted:
a. Restoration of areas of high forest to coppice
b. Management and enlargement of the heathland
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c. Opening up of the sources of the Blackwater River
d. Provision of additional habitat for invertebrates
e. Restoration of the woodland edge
These approaches are capable of having a noticeable effect on the copse as amongst
other actions, they will involve removal of woodland cover.
After the talk those present divided into groups to discuss the proposals and their
own ideas on the future direction of the copse.
Some of the ramifications of the surveys and initial proposals mean:
a. Removal of minor paths
b. Extension of the accessible path to allow wheelchair / pram access further into
the copse
c. Reduction in dead hedging
d. Increase in traditional fencing
e. Increase in the area of coppicing and opening the source of the Blackwater River
will require removal of high canopy trees
f. Gradation of the meadow to the surrounding woodland
g. Increasing burning as a substitute for dead hedging.
Member participation
Within the Field Centre, a loose-leaf folder has been left to contain the ideas of
anybody who wishes to comment, respond or give their own ideas. If you would like
to email, or write, or phone with your ideas, please do.
Please come in and have a look at the book. Sunday afternoons are probably the
best time. On the 1, 3 and 5th Sundays, the volunteers will be in the Reserve. If
you want to come in on one of those Sundays you can ask the volunteers in the Field
Centre to contact myself and/or Christian (Reserve Manager) and we will be happy
to come and talk to you.
This is an important juncture for the copse and the Rowhill Nature Reserve Society,
so please let us know what you think about the proposals and what you do and don’t
like about what you see going on in the copse.
More information will follow when the data from the surveys has been fully processed.
James Byrne
07931 144033

Conservation Report
The Conservation Volunteers have spent the majority of this year’s task sessions
coppicing. The priority has been to coppice all the hazel in the cant nearest to the
Luke Road entrance. The Volunteers have not only been processing stakes and
binders but sourcing rods, supports and firewood. Clearing the area has encouraged
the emerging green shoots of bluebells.

7

The Volunteers lead by Emma Southon have
staked the boundary of the dead hedge and
finished it with a woven top. This not only
improves the appearance of the waste
material but increases the rigidity of the
structure.

In line with the Rowhill Management
Plan, we are looking to create larger
coppice cants rather than the small
compartments of previous years. The
aim is to have fewer dead hedges to
provide
better
habitat
for
invertebrates so they don’t struggle in
dense material. Debbie Salmon, RBC
Biodiversity Officer described these
benefits in her recent evening talk.
Considering the weather has been so wet and windy, we had 23 Volunteers attending
the first task in February. One of the three new Conservation Volunteers, Laurinda,
was a lady I had previously met at the Blackwater Valley Volunteers Summer BBQ.
She found Rowhill different from the other volunteering groups she had been involved
with. With us, she had the opportunity to undertake tool training for coppicing.
Our plans for the afternoon session of coppicing were disrupted when it became
apparent that our tractor had come off the path and got stuck in the mud. After much
discussion and the laying of wood, the tractor was eventually made upright and freed
from the deepest mud.
Our next Sunday task coincided with the tail-end of Storm Dennis. Rowhill Reserve
Manager, Christian Goacher, had contingency measures in place if the weather proved
too hazardous to work outside. Luckily the strong winds abated so we could carry on
coppicing. By lunchtime the rain had become the issue. It was decided to stop the
task and head back to get dry and take a look at the Marmalade Festival. No sooner
had we got back, Christian and Emma were alerted to a fallen tree across the path
near Stovold’s Way which they promptly went and dealt with.
Not content with volunteering on Sundays and frequent Tuesday evenings, Christian
is now running ‘Rowhill Wood-elves’ activities once a month. Volunteers can get
involved with creating panels for the wheelie bin store, help with log store
construction, firewood processing and tool re-handling. These are all useful skills to
acquire but these Saturday sessions allow for more concentrated effort to be spent
on Sunday tasks in the copse.
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We have definitely got a good team spirit amongst our Volunteers. This was evident
when Emma organised a meal at Johney Gurkha’s, Aldershot in January. Both
Conservation and Field Centre Volunteers had a great evening and it also gave us the
chance to see Josie Bunting before she left for Australia. Many thanks to Josie for
preparing such a comprehensive Rowhill Report. To give its full title – Rowhill Copse
Local Nature Reserve Biological Records Baseline Report June 2019.
It’s
commendable that so many people over the years have contributed to the
compilation of the Reserve’s data and that we now have historical documentation
showing why Rowhill is such an important site.
Carol Roberts

Fund Raising
Book Swap
Thank you to those members who donated books. Those who attended certainly
enjoyed browsing through these books and discussing books they have enjoyed. The
refreshments were eaten with as much relish as ever! I am so grateful to the very
willing band of volunteers who helped prepare for the event, set up the hall and then
boxed up the unsold books to be taken to the Oxfam shop. I had heard that Oxfam
were only taking pristine books but when I phoned up, the gentleman I spoke to, said
they take all books even foreign ones. Just as well as we had a box of books in
Swedish! I need ideas for fundraising linked to this event! So if you come up with
an idea, drop me an email.
Marmalade Festival
With the second major storm in two weeks, I was unsure about proceeding with this
event. However, looking carefully at the local forecast, the winds should subside but
it might be wet. On the strength of this, we decided to carry on (Is there a ‘Carry
On’ film about marmalade?). For an hour and a quarter, the Field Centre had people
coming and going with a sugar rush from the marmalades they tasted. By the end
of the afternoon, we had sold fifty percent of the marmalade I took up. So if you still
want a jar, do pop into the Field Centre of a Sunday afternoon. I was asked for some
marmalade with ginger and I have now made some ... so the folks that asked ... come
and buy!!
The chance for people to chat and network is often an important by-product of our
events. Sure enough, we have hopefully gained another Scout Group interested in
a visit and like minded people were able to be introduced by Kathy and Sheila ... we
are so grateful for the work the Sunday Volunteers do.
Education
Schools do not tend to undertake Field trips in the Winter! However, we are starting
to get enquiries and have one school already booked studying the source of the River
Blackwater and one Cub Scout group looking at animals and what they eat. Let’s
hope it dries up a bit so that the children will not all need waders!
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Lost in Rowhill
Over the last few weeks whilst walking the dog, I have met groups of people who are
new to Rowhill. They find it difficult to find the entrance to the copse from the car
park and are disorientated. So Rosie and I have given them guided walks! One
afternoon I was just coming up to the field and saw a little girl I recognised with her
mum. Arthur (my grandson) was with me and also knew the little girl. They greeted
each other like long lost friends and proceeded to play hide and seek, jump in the
mud and shouting at the tops of their voices!!! We then wandered up to the chestnut
glade to find the owl box and then went to the badger sett. All the while the two
children and I were talking about old Brown, Mr Tod and Old Brock. They were totally
on my wavelength but the adults in the group looked very perplexed. Did you know
that Old Brock snores? Listen to see if you can hear him! (according to my grandson).
Jackie De La Haye

Tree Guide - Oak
English Oak or Quercus Rober is perhaps the nation’s favourite tree. It is popular,
not only because it’s distinctive leaves and canopy crown shape are easy to spot, but
also because it encapsulates the country’s depiction of itself. As a national emblem,
since the time of Charles II hiding from the parliamentarians, Oak has been of vital
importance not only as a symbol but also in determining the continuation of the island’s
independence. Oak was the stalwart of the Royal Navy for hundreds of years. Its
timber is strong, grows in curved bows (useful for the ribs of ships) and when hit with
a cannonball, a hole is punched straight through. Many other timbers, when struck
by a hurling iron ball, would instead splinter, releasing a blizzard of lethal wooden
projectiles to add to the already dangerous shot. Our love affair with Oak is confirmed
by the fact that “The Royal Oak” is the third most common pub name in England and
there have been eight naval ships of the same name.
Unsurprisingly, Pendeculate Oak is the most common woodland tree in Britain and is
easily spotted due to it’s lobed and large leaves. Oaks are remarkably long-lived,
particularly those living in open pasture land or who have been pollarded many times.
There are examples of coppiced oaks in Germany which have been estimated at 1,500
years old and maiden oaks in the UK said to be up to 800 years old. However, most
last a couple of centuries, their rugged branches, strong root-plates and high tannin
content timber enable them to outlive many other trees altogether. In terms of their
position in the woodland pecking order, the Oak is undoubtedly the King of the forest.
Few can compete with its height, girth and spread of canopy save maybe it’s Queen,
the Beech, which will eventually overshadow Oak due to a canopy that prevents all
light.
Oak is known to support over 330 different types of insects and over 300 lichens. It
is often grown as a standard tree in hazel or mixed coppice, which we have many of
at Rowhill. We have some fantastic examples here at Rowhill, some in younger stages
of life but many that are of considerable age. I would recommend anyone to go and
spot one particular example just down from Andrew’s Pond off the spine path. It is
particularly striking and perhaps deserves a minute or two of our time. It may also
be the oldest oak we have in the Reserve. (See picture page 2.)
Christian Goacher
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I was on my way to work and overheard a conversation between a mum and her 4-year-old.
Mum: “Now you know you should not jump in the puddles without your rain suit on, you’ve
got all wet and dirty”.
Child: “I didn’t mean to mummy”.
Mum: “You must wait until you have your rain suit on, then you can jump in puddles”.
Child: “Yes mummy ……… sorry mummy I won’t do it again”.
This conversation made me feel rather sad, sad that we are now so concerned about germs
and dirt and the way we look that a 4-year-old child is chastised for doing what all children
should be allowed to do, be spontaneous and carefree, not having to worry about their clothes
getting wet or muddy and just being outside.
We now live in a society where a good majority of people spend less than an hour outside
most days. We drive to our jobs, spend all day inside an office and then drive home, stepping
from our cars to our houses, barely noticing the weather, birds, trees … the small things.
They say that in some countries people are being prescribed by their Doctor, ‘Visits to Nature’
because this has been found to improve anxiety and well being, it’s like we have forgotten
where we are from, ultimately we are animals and for scientists to have to do studies on
being outside in nature to prove that this helps our general well being is rather sad too.
There is a campaign now called “Get Outside” trying to encourage people to go out into the
countryside. It’s something all of us should make an effort to do, so, wrap up warm, take a
flask of something hot and get outside into nature, try and notice what is about you: birds,
insects, trees. Take a field guide book and try to identify things you see and if it rains,
embrace it. You’ll appreciate a warm house, warm bath, dry clothes and cosying up on the
sofa all the more and I’m pretty sure you will feel better for it too.

PRAYER FOR RAIN
(Read with a country dialect)

2. Arter rain
A veller cain’t ‘elp vor veel vexed
When you, dear Lard—wi’ all respec’s,
D’ zend down rain as never stops!
That ‘inders---that dun’ ‘elp ‘is crops!
Nar bit o’ use is’t t’ chimp up zeed
An’ then to smother ‘em in weed!
A man cain’t plant, nor dig, nor ‘oe
In ground all turned to mud, thee’s knaw!
I’m sorry Lard---but dang the rain,
Yere---will ’e shut it off agean?

1. Avore rain
My garden’s all baked up again!
Dear Lard, ‘tis time to zend down rain!
My tarmut’s pepper-wholed wi’ vleas,
Lard, do ‘e zend zome rain down please!
My bean-drills lie wi’ nar a chimpThey’m gone down t’ other way I thinks!
An’ where they jiggeren finches been
Us wun’t zeenar a bit o’ green!
I cain’t chase thirsty birds away,
But Lard—‘tis time vor rain I say!

Taken from “Sexton’s Boy”, by Norman Goodland.
Emma Southon
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Rowhill Junior Newsletter Spring 2020
We hope quite a few of you helped your parents take part in the recent RSPB Big Garden Bird
Watch event. My grandson and I looked out onto our back garden after breakfast on the designated
day and the first two birds we saw were magpies. We started chanting a little rhyme we used to
sing when I was a child. Here are the words I used to know (many variations exist):

“One for sorrow,
Two for joy,
Three for a letter,
Four for a boy,
Five for silver,
Six for gold,
Seven for a secret never to be told,
Eight for a wish,
Nine for a kiss,
Ten for a bird you must not miss!”
Believe it or not this rhyme goes back to around 1780! In the sixteenth century, if you saw a
magpie, it was a sign of something not very nice about to happen! However, in China, seeing a
magpie brings you good luck.
What do we really know about magpies? They belong to the ‘crow’ family and are non migratory.
Indeed these birds stay close to the vicinity where they hatched for the rest of their life. Experts
tell us that the numbers of magpies has increased over the last thirty five years, most probably
due to their diet. They are omnivorous, that is they eat plants and meat. Animals such as
badgers, foxes and deer do not know how to cross the road safely and are frequently killed by
cars. This provides plenty of food for the magpies. I am sure you have all seen magpies by the
side of the road pecking away.
It used to be thought their preference for songbird eggs and chicks caused the decline in these
bird populations. However, experts who have studied this very closely have found this is not the
case. Indeed songbird populations have increased where there were heavy populations of
magpies. Local cats are the biggest problem for our songbirds!
Magpies are quite clever compared to other birds and can even recognise themselves in a mirror.
They are very inquisitive and supposed to be good at stealing bright and shiny objects. However,
now the experts say that this is not true. Whilst they may pick up something shiny out of curiosity,
they do not carry these up to their domed nests which are built in thorny bushes or in tall trees.
In April, the female lays between 5-8 greenish blue eggs with
brown spots. The male feeds the female during the 18-19 days
incubation. As a child, I remember my father, when he saw a
lone magpie, lifting his hat (men wore hats a lot more a long
time ago) and saying, “How do you do and say good day to you
lady wife.” It used to make me laugh but now I realise he was
recognising that the male was feeding the female!
It is amazing how childhood rhymes, fact and fiction get so muddled up. Keep looking for these
very beautiful birds and see if you can find any of their nests.
Jackie De La Haye
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Planned Events for 2020 - 2021
9th April 2020, Annual General Meeting, 7.30 pm - support your committee and have
your say.
11th April 2020, Easter Egg Hunt, 10.30 am - 12.30 pm - Children’s Activities, Coffee
Morning, Cakes. Please book so we can cater.
9th May 2020, Plant Sale in conjunction with Rushmoor in Bloom, 10.00 am 12.30 pm - Rushmoor in Bloom joins Rowhill Nature Reserve Society for their annual Plant
Sale. Bring along your surplus plants.
14th May 2020, Hart Wildlife Rescue, 7.30 pm - A Talk on their Work.
11th June 2020, Largest and Smallest: Reintroduction of Harvest Mice and
Beavers, 7.30 pm - by Peter Cooper, - ‘Words from an aspiring conservationist’.
21st June 2020, Family Summer Event, 10 am - 4 pm - activities to enjoy in the
Reserve.
9th July 2020, Summer Evening Walk in the Reserve,
Conservation Volunteers and what the Reserve has to offer.

7.30 pm - see the work of the

13th August 2020, Farnham Beekeepers, 7.30 pm - Farnham Beekeepers Association
aims to support and encourage the craft of beekeeping. fbka.org.uk
10th September 2020, Climate Change, 7.30 pm - Presented by Natalie Pederson from
Greenpeace.
26th September 2020, Coffee Morning supporting Macmillan, 10.30 am - 12.30 pm
8th October 2020,

The History of Rowhill Copse presented by Kathy Spink, 7.30 pm

25th October 2020, Fungus Foray, 11.00 am led by our President, Dr. Brian Spooner.
12th November 2020, TBD 7.30 pm
6th December 2020, Christmas Walk in the Dark, 4.00 - 5.30 pm - Free to Members.
10th December 2020, Members Christmas Social, 7.30 pm - come along and enjoy a
social evening.
14th January 2021, TBD, 7.30 pm
11th February 2021, A presentation by Debbie Salmon, 7.30 pm - RBC Biodiversity
Officer
11th March 2021, TBD 7.30 pm
8th April 2021, Annual General Meeting 7.30 pm- support your Committee and have
your say.
Please see the notice boards, posters at entrances to the Reserve, our
forthcoming quarterly newsletters, our web site or our Facebook page for any
additional events as they are planned or for any changes to the above.
GDPR Privacy Notice - Your personal details are held on a manual card file as well as an external
computer hard drive (with memory sticks as backups). Your personal details are not passed on to
any outside organisation and are only available to a few Committee members who may need them to
fulfil their duties. Please contact our Membership Secretary if in the future you wish to change your
authorisations or to change/delete any other data previously given.
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